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Techtextil North America 2021 Symposium Schedule Announced

Atlanta, GA — June 10, 2021 — The 2021 edition of Techtextil North America
has released the schedule for the highly acclaimed Symposium, taking place
alongside the Techtextil North America tradeshow, August 23 — 25, 2021 at the
Raleigh Convention Center in Raleigh, North Carolina.

The Techtextii North America Symposium is dedicated to showcasing
advancements in research and technology for the textile industry, highlighting
the latest trends and innovations, with a focus on sustainable practices. The
show’s theme this year is “Accelerating Technology” and will explore the textile
industry’s high level of innovation and contribution to the global supply chain.

Attendees will have the opportunity to expand their expertise and gain a
competitive edge throughout seven presentation and panel-style sessions,
where industry leaders and subject matter experts will cover the hottest topics
around the post-pandemic supply chain, exploring lessons learned,
adaptations being made, and future-oriented insights on the industry as a
whole. Session content this year will also touch on topics related to the
expanded product groups brought by the Texprocess Americas Pavilion and
Textile Care Pavilion.

Monday, Auqust 23, 2021

8:30am - 10:00am | Sustainability, Traceability and Supply-Chain
Disruptions

Moderated by: Mike Abbott, Director of Global Research & Innovation,
Hanesbrands

There is a tremendous amount of speculation around what a post-pandemic
world will look like, with the textile industry asking itself: What will change and
what will revert to how it was before?
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What is, at this point, beyond speculation, is that the post-pandemic supply
chain and manufacturing ecosystem will be vastly different. Over the coming
years, there will be an increased focus on the global manufacturing dynamic,
with companies weighing more and more the geopolitical implications — such
as disruptions in supply, transparency for labor, material sources, and quality
control — of manufacturing in developing countries around the world.

A critical component of this discussion should be the development of a stable
domestic textile machinery and manufacturing base to support various needs
of the US economy including: continuous demand for commodities, emergency
needs for rapid product development, scalable manufacturing for critical
supplies like PPE, and what is needed from the federal government to support
domestic textile investment.

10:30am - 12:00pm | Digital Transformation Strategy
Moderated by: Keith Hoover, Partner, Black Swan Textiles

Imagine designing a garment that can be immediately visualized and
manufactured using the same data. Today, the imagination is the only place
that can happen. The value proposition is different for apparel brands, textile
mills, and garment makers. But other industries have shown how technology
can connect the players so that design and engineering are integrated to define
an optimized product that flows transparently through material creation, cutting,
sewing, and distribution. Al-enabled line planning isn’'t enough. 3D design
visualization isn’t enough. A lean factory with robots isn’t enough. Digitalization
must be comprehensive with a data thread that connects every phase. This
session will bring together leaders from every phase of apparel to provide
insight into a comprehensive solution.

2:30pm - 4:00pm | High Performance Fibers: From Concept to Market

Moderated by: Sam Buff, Vice President & General Manager, Manufacturing
& Textile Innovation Network

Learn more about what it takes to commercialize an innovative fiber in this
interactive session. Speakers will share their experiences in the journey of
progressing an idea to end product in the world of technical textiles.

Tuesday, August 24, 2021

8:30am - 10:00am | Sustainability in Laundering & Textile Care
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Moderated by: Todd Cline, Director of Research and Development,
Sustainability and Wellness, Procter & Gamble

As issues related to sustainability are becoming of increasing importance for
the textile industry, suppliers, manufacturers and brands are more closely
examining the overall life-cycle of textile products — from design, development
and production, to recommended after-market care. In this hybrid
presentation/panel session, industry experts will discuss the sustainability
journey involved in both home and commercial laundering. What are the
environmental impacts, and how can we lessen the overall footprint? Our panel
discuss topics including:

- Material Development and Selection
- Energy Consumption and Cold Water Wash
- Fiber Shedding & Microplastic Pollution

10:30am - 12:00pm | A Full Embrace of Circularity in Textiles

Moderated by: Andre West, Director, Zeis Textile Extension, Wilson College
of Textiles, North Carolina State University

Textile production has become one of the most polluting industries, producing
1.2 billion tons of CO2 per year. Natural resources are put under substantial
pressure, causing high levels of pollution; including the use of toxic chemicals,
dangerous dyes, and synthetics fibers seeping into water supplies and in our
ocean. The circular textiles industry can be defined as a regenerative system
in which fabrics are circulated for as long as their maximum value is retained,
and then returned safely to the biosphere when they are no longer of use. In a
circular model, products are designed and developed with the next use in mind.
Less than 1% of clothing is recycled into new clothing. What are the ideas that
will drive this new economy? Perhaps these panelists will help you invigorate
your company to begin thinking circular.

2:30pm - 4:00pm | Sustainability Strategies to Protect Your Brand and
Your Bottom Line

Moderated by: Joe Walkuski, Founder and CEO, Texbase

Sustainability and transparency will affect the value of your brand more than
anything else in the next two years. Get it right and you'll succeed. Get it wrong
and your brand may never recover. This is true for all brands — ingredient
brands as well as consumer brands. Everyone in the supply chain must adapt
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to shifting demands for sustainable products that must perform. The retail
customer will not accept anything but absolute transparency and will reward
those brands that are able to deliver specific, concise and accurate data
validation. This session will explore best practices in creating sustainable
supply chains and the importance of validating, documenting and certifying
performance through testing, chain of custody and supply chain collaboration.

Wednesday, Auqust 25, 2021

8:30am - 10:00am | Manufacturing, Managing, and Regulating PPE -
Now and into the Future

Moderated by: Kavita Mathur, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Textile and
Apparel, Technology and Management, Wilson College of Textiles, North
Carolina State University

This session will expose the need for scalable solutions for PPE focusing on
respirators, surgical masks, and facemasks, and effective infection prevention
strategies that can be deployed quickly and globally to contain pandemic
threats while mitigating financial risks worldwide. Learn how PPE market has
been impacted by global supply chain issues and continues to present a unique
challenge to the global economy in terms of best practices needed to re-open
economies effectively while putting into practice strong mitigation strategies to
contain the spread of infections. In this presentation-style panel session, our
industry experts and researchers will present and discuss this market and their
innovative approaches in handling and supporting infection controls and
management, current testing standards adapted by industries to evaluate
these PPEs for the level of performance and protection they offer to the wearer
from airborne particles and from contaminated liquid, and share established
compliance and regulatory landscape by Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), and Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) that has allowed these PPE businesses to
safeguard the integrity of their supply chain.

Speaker announcements coming soon.
Symposium seating is limited, so interested attendees are encouraged to

register early. Techtextil North America’s tired pricing structure provides
significant savings to those who register in advance. All Symposium
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registrations include three days of exhibit hall access. Advanced Pricing ends
on June 18!, so be sure to take advantage of the savings before it's too late!

- $800 for Full Symposium pass, offering the best value for education

- $500 for One Day Symposium, Monday, August 23 or Tuesday,
August 24t

- $165 for One Day Symposium, Wednesday August 25t

- $90 for Exhibit Hall only

Registration can be accessed here.

To receive the latest updates and announcements, from show features to
new exhibitors to educational content and more, subscribe now:
https://www.pages04.net/messefrankfurtinc/TTNA SUBS/.

Thank you for your coverage and support of Techtextil North America. For
further information, images or interview inquiries, please contact Ali
Rosenberger: ali.rosenberger@usa.messefrankfurt.com.

Stay connected:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/techtextiNA/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/techtextiiNA

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/techtextilna/

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/techtextil-north-america

HHE

Background information on Messe Frankfurt

Messe Frankfurt is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organiser with its own exhibition
grounds. The Messe Frankfurt Group employs around 2,500 people in a total of 30 subsidiaries. The
company generated annual sales of approximately €250* million in 2020 after having recorded sales
of €738 million the previous year. Even in difficult times caused by the coronavirus pandemic, we are
globally networked with our industry sectors. We have close ties with our industry sectors and serve
our customers’ business interests efficiently within the framework of our Fairs & Events, Locations and
Services business fields. One of the Group’s key USPs is its closely knit global sales network, which
extends throughout the world. Our comprehensive range of services — both onsite and online — ensures
that customers worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning, organising and

running their events. We are expanding our digital expertise with new business models. The wide
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range of services includes renting exhibition grounds, trade fair construction and marketing, personnel
and food services. Headquartered in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt

(60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent).

For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com.

* preliminary figures 2020

Messe Frankfurt North America is a subsidiary of Messe Frankfurt and is headquartered in Atlanta,
GA. Messe Frankfurt North America produces and manages 10 shows within the United States,
Canada and Mexico. In addition to Techtextil North America, the North American portfolio of events
includes Texworld USA, Apparel Sourcing USA, Home Textiles Sourcing Expo, , Texprocess
Americas, The Clean Show, INA PAACE Automechanika Mexico City, Waste & Recycling Expo
Canada, Festival of Motoring US and PROCESS EXPO.

For more information, please visit our website at http://www.us.messefrankfurt.com.
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