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SPESA to Host Advancements in Manufacturing Technologies
Conference in Conjunction with Techtextil North America

Raleigh, NC — December 17, 2018 — Techtextil North America announced
today that SPESA (Sewn Products Equipment & Suppliers of the Americas)
will hold its Advancements in Manufacturing Technologies Conference at the
Raleigh Convention Center in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Wednesday,

February 271, in conjunction with the show’s 2019 edition.

Since 2010, SPESA has hosted the Advancements Conference, which offers
its attendees the opportunity to learn about the current and future state of the
sewn products industry from leaders on the frontline of manufacturing. The
one-day event will be organized into three panel discussions that address the
top areas of technology advancements in manufacturing today, including

microfactories, automation, and software connectivity.

“Every major manufacturer, brand, and retailer that touches the textile
industry is talking about speed-to-market, reshoring, quality control, and
improving supply chains,” said Michael McDonald, Executive Director of
SPESA. “The Advancements Conference allows us to tackle these topics
with the best experts in the industry. We're very excited about February and
the opportunity to gather insights about the major changes impacting

manufacturing today.”

The co-location will provide attendees of both events access to the Techtextil
North America exhibit hall, with exhibiting companies like Morgan Tecnica
Spa, Apjet, Inc., Carr Textile, brrr°, Zund and more. Badgeholders will also

have the ability to register for Techtextil North America’s paid Symposium,
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including a session on Industry 4.0, which will discuss the barriers, solutions,
and current trends of automation and data exchange in moving towards a
smart textile supply chain, featuring SPESA board member Dr. Mike Fralix of
[TC]2. SPESA will also provide its conference attendees the opportunity to
attend Techtextil North America’s Reception and Tours at NCSU, on the

evening of Wednesday, February 27, 2019.

“We believe that this co-location furthers the relationship between the
technical textile and sewn products industries,” said Kristy Meade, Show
Director for Technical Shows: Textiles, Sewn Products, Equipment and
Technology at Messe Frankfurt, Inc. “As these two industries continue to
evolve and innovate, the companies in each face similar challenges, and the
solutions are increasingly dependent on collaboration and the incorporation

of new technologies and processes throughout the supply chain.”

Techtextil North America is where manufacturers, suppliers, service
providers and industry professionals come together for three days of
networking, education & innovation. For more information and to register for
the upcoming edition of Techtextil North America, February 26-28, 2019 in

Raleigh, North Carolina, please visit www.techtextilna.com.

For more information on the Advancements in Manufacturing Technologies

Conference please visit www.spesaadvancements.eventbrite.com.

Background information on Messe Frankfurt

Messe Frankfurt is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organizer with its own
exhibition grounds. With more than 2,400* employees at some 30 locations, the company
generates annual sales of around €669* million. Thanks to its far-reaching ties with the
relevant sectors and to its international sales network, the Group looks after the business
interests of its customers effectively. A comprehensive range of services — both onsite and
online — ensures that customers worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility
when planning, organizing and running their events. The wide range of services includes
renting exhibition grounds, trade fair construction and marketing, personnel and food
services. With its headquarters in Frankfurt am Main, the company is owned by the City of
Frankfurt (60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40 percent). *preliminary numbers 2017
For more information, please visit our website at:

www.messefrankfurt.com | www.congressfrankfurt.de | www.festhalle.de
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Messe Frankfurt North America is a subsidiary of Messe Frankfurt and is headquartered in
Atlanta, GA. Messe Frankfurt North America produces nine shows within the United States,
Canada and Mexico. In addition to Techtextil North America and Texprocess Americas, the
North American portfolio of events includes Waste & Recycling Expo Canada, Home Textiles
Sourcing Expo, Apparel Sourcing USA and Texworld USA, INA PAACE Automechanika Mexico
City and NACE Automechanika Atlanta. For more information, please visit our website at

www.us.messefrankfurt.com.

Background information on SPESA

Formed in 1990, SPESA (Sewn Products Equipment & Suppliers of the Americas) is the
largest trade association in the Americas solely devoted to the advancement of suppliers of
machinery, technology, ancillary equipment, parts, services, and other solutions for the
development, manufacture, and distribution of sewn products. SPESA members serve the
apparel, upholstered furniture, home textiles, transportation interiors, leather goods,
footwear, military, technical/industrial textiles, and other sewn products segments. SPESA
promotes and coordinates business and social interaction and provides opportunities for
the sharing of industry-specific and general business information for its members and their

customers. Learn more at www.spesa.org.
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